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When it comes to public in-
formation about how the gov-
ernment is operating, we 
take a simple approach: More 
is better than less. Officials 
should err on the side of open-
ness, which is in keeping with 
the spirit of the state’s open-
government laws.

Unfortunately, the Or-
ange County Board of Super-
visors has been insufficiently 
forthright in publicizing in-
formation about the coun-
ty’s response to COVID-19. 
To counterbalance that prob-
lem, Supervisor Katrina Foley 
has held regular briefings via 
Zoom and social-media plat-
forms. Good for her.

She has criticized the 
county for discontinuing its 
briefings since December. Now 
Supervisors Andrew Do and 
Doug Chaffee have forbidden 
county staff from taking part 
in Foley’s town halls — some-
thing that Foley believes might 
be illegal, as the VoiceofOC re-
ported. That seems petty.

Do and Chaffee tout the 
county’s posting of daily coro-
navirus numbers and its 
weekly press releases and me-
dia calls. “It is an abuse of 
power to use county execu-
tive staff to self-promote,” they 
wrote in a statement. There’s 
an element of self-promotion 
in everything politicians do, 

but we don’t view public-infor-
mation meetings as an abuse 
of power.

Do’s and Chaffee’s restric-
tions on health care staff par-
ticipation is the only abuse we 
see here. “These virtual brief-
ings with county health offi-
cers and other experts have 
helped disseminate accurate 
health information, debunk 
myths and answer questions,” 
Foley responded. We agree 
that town-hall events are more 
useful than issuing banal 
press releases and speaking 
only to reporters.

The OC Health Care Agency 
has done a laudable job deal-
ing with the COVID-19 situa-
tion and has significant health 
care expertise. We don’t see 
how their experts’ participa-
tion in these short events de-
tracts from their work. In fact, 
keeping the public informed is 
a core part of a health agency’s 
mission.

“All surrounding county 
boards of supervisors have 
public updates during their re-
spective meetings, with some 
holding weekly news confer-
ences,” the VoiceofOC added. 

The full Orange County 
Board of Supervisors isn’t fol-
lowing suit, but it should at 
least stop interfering with one 
supervisor’s effort to fill that 
void.
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Foley right to defy  
supes on COVID info

The recall and its failure 
both have high costs 

The recall effort was a waste 
of close to $300 million of tax-
payer money. There is no doubt 
the leftist elected politicians of 
this once glorious state, both 
Democrat and Republican, will 
be emboldened to accelerate 
their efforts to raise taxes, in-
crease medical mandates, in-
crease small business regula-
tions and, in general, restrict 
the freedoms that most of us 
hold sacred. Full-blown social-
ism has arrived in California.

— Michael B. Layton,  
Laguna Woods

Trump’s whereabouts 
during Sept. 11 ceremonies

In response to the letter Sept. 
15 on Donald Trump’s where-
abouts on 9/11, a close rela-
tive of ours lives in NYC. Every 
year on 9/11 she visits the local 
firehouse and delivers a flower 

bouquet, as do many other lo-
cal residents. This firehouse 
lost many members in the trag-
edy. As she approached last Sat-
urday, a small crowd was ap-
plauding and greeting Donald 
Trump, who was also there vis-
iting and honoring the heroes 
we lost that day. 

   — Micki Heddy, Long Beach

Newsom survived recall

Newsom survived the recall 
with such an effective message 
for the residents of California: 
“Elder is right of Trump,” “we 
can’t afford Trumpism.” “Elder 
will eliminate masks,” “Elder 
will take us off the COVID cliff,”  
“Elder is not for diversity.” 
Maybe Gavin doesn’t know 
that Elder is African Ameri-
can. Never once did Gov. New-
som speak to the issues that 
Californians care about accord-
ing to the polls: high taxes, eco-
nomic growth, homelessness, 
gas prices, education, poor busi-

ness climate. He did talk about 
COVID, but only to scare people 
about “removing masks.” Not 
once did he defend his record. 
Never once did he talk about 
how he is going to improve our 
state. So pathetic. RIP Califor-
nia. 

    — Jim McNamara,  
Laguna Niguel

Squaw Valley

 We were saddened to read in 
the Sept. 14 edition of the news-
paper that officials at Squaw 
Valley ski resort have caved to 
the woke mob and will change 
the name of our beloved resort. 

My wife and I spent our hon-
eymoon at the lodge so we 
could go skiing in the valley. 
They are ruining so many great 
memories for us.

 We will always call it Squaw 
Valley. Whatever the left 
touches, it destroys.

           — Robert Fitz-Roy,  
Los Alamitos
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MALLARD FILLMORE: By Bruce Tinsley

Gov. Gavin Newsom will keep 
his job, at least for another year. 
On Tuesday, California voters 
decisively rejected the attempt 
to recall the governor. Given the 
scale of the victory — as of this 
writing, 63.9% voted down the 
recall — it’s clear that Califor-
nians not only didn’t buy the ar-
gument that Newsom was so 
bad he needed to go right now; 
they definitely weren’t per-
suaded by a GOP with a greatly 
tarnished brand in California.  

In context, the recall was al-
ways a long shot. 

Back in February, the Berke-
ley Institute of Governmental 
Studies released the findings of 
its survey finding that just 36% 
of Californians intended to sup-
port the recall of Newsom. Over 
the next several months, sub-
sequent polling by IGS and the 
Public Policy Institute of Cali-
fornia reiterated that support 
for the recall was quite low. The 
end result mirrors those polls 
from earlier in the year.

Party registration data alone 
explains much of the reason 
for this. According to the PPIC, 
nearly 47% of registered Califor-
nia voters are Democrats, ver-
sus 24% who are Republicans 
and 23% who are independents.

While there are certainly 
plenty of people willing to break 
from their political parties, 
most people identifying with a 
political party do so for a reason 
and tend to vote accordingly.

This sets a built-in advan-
tage for Democratic candidates 
and politicians across the state, 
and obviously a strong defense 
against efforts to recall state-
wide officials in particular. But, 
as noted, this isn’t impermeable. 
In 2020, Californians rejected 
top-tier progressive agenda 
items including split roll, affir-
mative action and rent control, 
while also passing a carve-out 
for companies such as Uber and 
Lyft despite union campaigns 
against such carve-outs.

Which brings us to the recall. 
Clearly, the recall failed to res-
onate with most outside of Re-
publican and Republican-lean-
ing voters. 

Part of the reason undoubt-
edly is the simple but effective 

strategy of the Democrats to 
reduce the recall to merely a 
“Republican recall” with links 
to Donald Trump and Trump-
ism. 

Plenty of moderate indepen-
dents and Democrats can get 
on board with GOP policy items 
or even candidates in close dis-
tricts, but in this post-Trump 
era, all it took was invoking 
Trump and the GOP name to 
stifle the momentum of the re-
call and tap into the built-in ad-
vantages for the Democrats.

For the California GOP, this 
should spark some soul-search-
ing. The state GOP is, practi-
cally, the only vehicle for creat-
ing political competition in Cal-
ifornia. A GOP that can’t draw 
support outside of its party is 
doomed to fail and in turn con-
demns the state to one-party 
rule, with all the problems that 
causes.

Alas, with Larry Elder emerg-
ing as the top vote-getter 
among replacement candidates, 
it’s hard to imagine where the 
California GOP will go from 
here. 

There will almost certainly 
be an intensified fight between 
populists who support candi-
dates such as Elder and the 
more moderate wing of the GOP 
backing candidates such as for-
mer San Diego Mayor Kevin 
Faulconer.

One thing is for certain: 
What makes the GOP base en-
thusiastic is what drives away 
people in the middle.

While this editorial board en-
dorsed Elder for governor, we 
were disappointed that he chose 
to run as if he were running in 
a Republican primary and even 
more disappointed by his ten-
dency to pander to the fringe 
on matters such as vaccinations 
and supposed election fraud.

That’s not how you win elec-
tions here, and that’s certainly 
not how you alter the course of 
politics in California.

With this outcome, we hope 
the right in California gets an 
overdue reality check.

Californians might not be as 
far to the left as California’s pol-
iticians, but they won’t accept 
just any alternative.
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Some lessons 
for the right  
in California By James Doti

The victory of Gov. Gavin 
Newsom in the recall election 
should not be interpreted as 
a vote of confidence. With Re-
publicans comprising only a 
quarter of registered voters 
and anti-recall forces spending 
more than double that of all 
other candidates combined, the 
outcome was in little doubt.

In spite of that outcome, 
Californians seem discon-
tented. Over the last two years, 
500,000 more people moved 
out of California than those 
who have moved in. That net 
outflow of people “voting with 
their feet” explains why Cali-
fornia lost population for the 
first time in its history.

The fact that so many peo-
ple are opting to disrupt their 
lives and incur the expense 
and emotional trauma of mov-
ing out of their home state re-
flects deep-seated problems 
that aren’t going away with the 
defeat of the Newsom recall. 
Indeed, they are problems for 
which that the electorate will 
increasingly demand spirited 
and visionary leadership. 

There’s a host of challenges 
California faces. The pub-
lic is smart enough to know 
that these problems will not 
be solved overnight. In spite of 
that, the public has a right to 
demand and expect coherent 
and clearly articulated strate-
gies that address these prob-
lems.

COVID-19
On the COVID-19 front, if 

Newsom anti-recall ads are 
any indication, the governor 
is proud of his record in this 
area. The facts indicate oth-
erwise. The cumulative CO-
VID-19 death rate from Jan. 1, 
2020, to Aug. 10 of this year in 
California is 165 per 100,000 
people. That is only slightly 
lower than the U.S. average 
of 173. And although Flori-
da’s rate is at 182 versus Cal-
ifornia’s 165, that difference 
is fully explained by Flori-
da’s higher population density 
(higher density leads to higher 
COVID-19 case and death 
rates) and the fact that Flori-
da’s percentage of the popula-
tion over 65 is the highest in 
the nation at 20.5% versus Cal-
ifornia’s 14.3%, a percentage 

lower than the U.S. average of 
16.5%.

Yet, Florida’s grade schools 
were open all year, and its 
mandates were targeted at its 
most vulnerable, like people 
in older age cohorts. Its stra-
tegic use of mandates resulted 
in lower economic losses to 
the state. That is, in part, why 
Florida’s unemployment rate 
is close to the U.S. average of 
5.1% while California’s is sec-
ond highest in the nation at 
7.6%. In an article I published 
in the Journal of Bioeconom-
ics, I presented data that sug-
gested California’s COVID-19 
policies resulted in the loss 
of 500,000 jobs while Florida 
gained 70,000.

Education
Gov. Newsom’s dining mask-

less with friends at the exclu-
sive French Laundry restaurant 
is well-known. The fact that he 
did so while preaching the im-
portance of avoiding gathering 
smacked of hypocrisy. But that 
incident pales in comparison to 
the governor’s well-known op-
position to charter schools and 
school vouchers while sending 
his children to private schools. 
Advocating policies that limit 
the ability for parents who don’t 
have access to charter schools 
or can’t afford private schools 
while making sure your kids 
have that opportunity is, in my 
mind, the height of hypocrisy.

Taxes and regulations
And what about that loss of 

half a million Californians to 
other states over the last two 
years? Our research at Chap-
man points to taxes and regu-
lations as the prime reasons for 
this out-flight. In a ranking of 
all state and local taxes, Califor-
nia ranks second highest after 
New Jersey. As for regulation, 
the Mercatus Center at George 
Mason University ranks Califor-
nia first. 

It’s clear people vote with 
their feet when they become 
disenchanted and frustrated 
with where they live. While 
the out-flight from California 
has increased sharply in recent 
years, net domestic migration 
in the state has been negative 
every year since 2011. So it’s not 
just a recent short-lived phe-
nomenon that will soon pass. It 
demands the governor’s atten-
tion.

I suggest that Newsom ap-
point a bipartisan commis-
sion with legislative approval 
charged with the responsibil-
ity of recommending changes 
focused on improving Califor-
nia’s economic competitive-
ness. 

Voters have given Newsom 
another chance. Let’s hope he 
uses that as an opportunity to 
provide the kind of dynamic 
leadership that will help make 
California a place people want 
to live — not leave.

James Doti is president 
emeritus and professor of 
economics at Chapman 
University.
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Post-recall, don’t ignore 
Californians’ discontent
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Nicole Brunker prepares to vote on the recall election with a 
provisional ballot at a polling place located at the UC Berkeley student 
union in Berkeley on Tuesday. 
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